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THE ENGLISH BENEDICTINS: DAMES OF. usa. - 


This community was the firſt filjation of the mother- 
houſe of religiaus women of St. Benedict's order, founded 
in 1599 at Bruſſels, Dame Prancis Gavin, D. Padentiana- 
Deacon, and Viviana Yaxley,. having made their profeſs: - 
i ſion and imbibed the ſpirit of their order at the laſt men- 

M tionedconvent, left the ſame inthe year 1623, and under the | 
direction of Dom Rudeſind Barlow; then preſident of the 
congregation of Engliſh- BenediQine Monks, went to eſta- 4 
bliſh the convent at Cambray. They were ſoon. joined by 4 

nine young ladies, among whom were-Catharine and Marga» 

ret Gaſcoyne, of Parlington, in Yorkſhire;. Gettrude N 
who proved ſtill more illuſtrious for her knowledge and 
practice of piety and of the i interior life, under that pro- 
found ſcholar and eminent myſtic. Dom Auguſtine Baker, 
than for birth, being the grand daughter of the immortal 
Ur. Thomas Mote,,and. Lucy Vavaſſour of Hallewood,, all 
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N Aw by the F 145 Rehilation 
of whom choſe this new etablithmens ihe the place of their 


retreat from the * and the . of a e 
world, 


The firſt abbefs of as convent was the A 
ed Dame Frances Gavin or Gawen, who however retained 
this dignity only fix years, ſpending the remaining eleven 


Fears of her life, until 1640, as à private religious. She 


was fucceeded by Dame Catharine Gaſcoigne, who go- 


verned that Convent for 34 years with ſo high a reputation 
for piety and prudence, that the archbiſhop of the ſee, 


Vanderbutgh, choſe her to reform the French Benedictine 
convent of St. Lazare i in the fame city. It was this pre- 


late who placed the Engliſh convent of Pambray under the 
huriſdiction of the congregation of BenediQine monks of 
de ſame nation, to rere they have eyer 8 2 rig Us 


nited, 
Theſe Ladies had . great reputation for their 


mechodd of education, for their performances in fine needle- | 
| work, and artificial flowers, and for cutting out upon vel · 
| Jam, various ornaments and devices with the moſt exquiſite 
| tafle and execution. By theſe and their other reſources, 


they lived without being any burthen, 'but rather were a 


= benefit to the country in which they were placed, whilſt | 


their principal attention and endeavours were bent, by the 


© Exerciſes of religion and the practice of every virtue, upon 
arriving at our true country in the heavenly regions. Ie 


Was however the will of the Almighty to prepare them all 


in general, and more immediately ſome of- them: wg ahis 
TE happineſs by a courſe of ſufferings; Nei 


In the ſummer of the year 1593, the Allied armies TRY 

ing poſhed their conqueſts almoſt to the gates of Cambray, 

eo FO religious were I ng for a double purpoſe of 
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. radii to lay in proviſions; againſt the fiege that was 
then expected to take place. They liſtened to this advice, 
and accordingly provided themſelves. with ſuch. a ſtock of 
neceſſaries as their finances would allow them to. ne ie 
Not being conſcious of having given any offence, they 


— 


conceived themſelves to be i in perfect ſafety, when, on the 


18th of October, in the aid year, they were ſurpriſed by- 


a body of guards, part of whom ſurrounded, whilſt the refs: . | 


entered into their convent, and in leſs than half an hourr 
hurried them out of the ſame without affording them the- 
means of taking with them a change of clothes or any. 6-- 
_ ther-necgffaries. . The appointed place of their captivity” 
was Compeigne, which was more within reach of the aflaſ=. 
ſins, who then deluged the fireets of Paris with human 


blood, chan Cambray was... Thither theſe ladies, whoſe- 


only crimes, were their religion and their country, were 
carried in open carts, amidſt a variety of inſults aud bar-- 
barous uſage. . Their place of confinement in this tou · WAs 
| the infirmary of the convent, which formerly belonged to 
the order of the Vilitation, whill an adjoining part of the” 


ſame convent was occupied by an inuſtrious band of chrif 
tian heroines, worthy to have lixed in the primitive agen. 


of the church. Theſe were ſeventeen Carmelite nume fee 
merly of the convent of St. Denis, and the fiſters in- ren 
gion « of Madame Louiſe, tie ſaint-tike aumt of Lewis XVI. 
who, on that account, ſeem to have been marked: out H 
Roberſpere and his ſanguinary confederutes as victims fot 
the guillotine. They were Jed out to execution afew days 
after the arrival of the Cambray nuũs at the ſame ping. 
and, though they could not converſe with chem by worde? 
yet they took an affectionate and pious leave oF them W 
4 windows by. be, motion of their hands. ee 
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tufes. On their way to the (ed nd open the Neal 
itſelf, they ſhewed a firmneſs, and a chearful compoſure, 


which thoſe who brave death at the cannons mouth have 


| rarely exhibited, and which nothing but a ſpotleſs con- | 
ſcience and a joyful hope can inſpire. They invoked the 
Queen of Martyrs to aſſiſt them in their conflict, ſinging” 
the litany of the Bleſſed Virgin'in their proceſſion to mar- 
| tyrdom, and until the fatal axe interrupted the yoice of the 
laſt of them. The Engliſh nuns were for a long time in 
daily expectation of meeting the ſame fate. They obſer- 
ved that their place of confinement was blockaded in a 
particular manner, which generally took place with reſpett 
to ſuch bodies of priſoners as were intended for execution, 
| and when they petitioned for a ſupply of clothes of which 
Pp they ſtood greatly in need, their keepers in the moſt wanton 
and undiſguiſed manner were accuſtomed to tell them, that 
' ſeen they would neither want for clothes nor for any thing ele. 
At length however a parcel of left off wearing apparel, | 
Wich had been'the executioner's perquiſite, was ſent to 
them. This conſifted of the dreſſes of the abovementioned 


- religious ſufferers. Such a preſent, however deſpicable in 
ide eyes of worldlings, in their eyes was more yaluable 


native country. 


than the robes of royalty would have been; they received 
the poor clothes upon their knees, killing and bedewing 
them with their tears, and theſe - conſtituted part of the 
mean apparel which they had on at ar return to their 
'Great were their ſufferings 8 their tedious confine- 
ment, eſpecially from the want of bread and fuel. Theſe 
were dealt out to them in the moſt ſcanty proportions, and 
: the former was of the very worſt and moſt difguſting qua- 
175 Nor was it in their power by their needle-work, and | 

| | induſtry 
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vue ie wa en. materialy to mend their condi- 5 
tion, though they exerted themſelves for this purpoſe. 
They were twenty in number when they were expelled: | 
from their convent; exeluſive of their chaplain; Dom Au—- 
guſtine Walker; preſident of the Engliſm monks, who for: | 
his erndition-ahd'piety/ having long reſded at Rome, had! 
received diſtinguiſhing/tokeny of eſteem from his preſene 
Holineſs, and excluſive: of another reverend gentleman, 
who, in conſideration of the age and declining health of: 
the former was appointed to aſſiſt him. Of theſe, during 
the rigours of their confinement departed this life, on the 
rzih of Jan. 1794, the Rev. D. Preſident Walker, om the: 
14th of the ſame month Dame Anſelma Ann, on the 21ſt 
ditto D. Tereſa Walmeſley, on the 6th of Feb. Di Ann bo 
Pennington, and about the end of March D. Margaret 
Burgeſs; ſo that now only fifteen nuns, a noviee upon pro- 
bation, and the gentleman who had aſſiſted Dom W 4 
were left of this once flouriſhing eommunĩit 7x. 
At length the ſcarcity of proviſions encreaſing, 0 4 54 
dreadful manner, throughout every part of France, and! 
the abſurdity of detaining in conſinement ſo many inno- 
cent ſufferers, for the original apprehenſion of whom there 
had never exiſted a pretence either of juſtice or of polioy, f 
being perceived by the rulers of that unhappy country; 45 
theſe ladies obtained liberty to quit their confinement, and; 
, on the 24th of April in the preſent year peveured palipari 
V return to their native country. | EY 
On their journey they made Cambray in weir Ways 
Here they found that their liſtening to the advice that had 
been given them, in preparing proviſions againſt-a' fiege; 
was made an accuſation againſt them, and the common peo« 
ple were made to believe that the prevailing ſcarcity way 
RE Ty 3 . greatly 


— 
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N with ſo many others, their fellow-ſufferers, experienced: 
from the reſpectable clergyman here alluded to, who, co- 


a” 
7 


* | grtatly to be attribute to the Engliſh, whohad amaſſed ſuck = 
„ ney of dern A found however, that N | 
. never hack paid for, nor bad. one been appointed to oa 
ie purchaſe · money for the ſame, - This circumſtance af- 
forded them a hope that they wiht on « liner days receive : ] 
ſome compenſation for their great loſſes, 


EF: * . * 
: DE TO IO ICY : „ 
« * N y 
. » 
7 


deu. was 


— 


4 


On the 3d of May they ſailed from Calais, 9 = 


arrived in London. Their arrival here was no ſooner known, 
thaba Lady, ſtill more diſtinguiſhed by her extenſive charities 
- _ than by her ſtation in life, ſent the chaplain of her family, 
a clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, to inform them that, 
[| conceiving their ſituation at a common , ina. to be exceed- 
ingiy inconvenient and unpleaſant to 105 
vided a houſe at the weſt end of the town for them during 
- _ their reſidence in London. Here ine was the firſt perſon to 
Wie them and afford chem every comfort in her power. 
j * They were ſtruck with ſuch marks of the divine bounty in 
their. regard, and they ceaſed not to put up their prayers. in 
- behalf of the immediate inſtrument of it and of her noble 
* relatives.; Nor were they leſs ſenſible of the unaffected 


m, ſhe had pre- 


compaſſion and ſubſtantial ſervices which they, in common 


pying the example of his noble patrons, has e 


felf the good Samaritan to ſuch a variety of ſufferers. 
of a different een and i many of them 4 A e : | 


country. 


Upon an invitation n ha 1 Dr, eds theſe 
| ladies have proceeded to Woolton, near Liverpool, where, 
after qualify ing themſel ves as the act in favor of Roman 


3 they have undertaken the Cy 
of 


Vie: 3 2 
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1 . 
"of a cchool for the education of catholie young ladies, 
which they mean to conduct agreeably to their much ap- 
proved at pp at unn and n known. in 
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This convent was a Atiation from the AE 
convent of Cambray, and owed its foundation to a religi- 
gious of the fame, This was Dame Clementina Cary, | 
1 of the great and gallant Lord Viſcount Falkland, 3 
ſo celebrated for his life and his death in the time of 
Charles I. His daughter Clementina was confidered as dne 

of the greateſt ornaments of that prince's court, but, being 
diſguſted with the world, the put on the cowl of St. Bene 
dict in the convent of Cambray, whence, 1 in 1651, being Ei 
obliged with due permiſſion to take a journey to Paris, fot of 
the cure of a diſorder with which ſhe was afflicted, and 2 
_ there meeting with her former miſtreſs Queen ! Henrietta 
Maria, ſhe obtained, by her means, and that of the famous. | 
Abbe Montagne, to have, a monaſtery of her order crefied! 
in that metropolis. For the beginning of this work were” 
ſent to her from Cambray her ſiſter D. Mary Cary, D. 
Bridget More, D. Elizabeth Brent, D. Juſtina Gaſcoigne, 
and Maria Appleton, tlie firſt and the laſt of which pious 
colony afterwards returned to the mother-houſe at Cam- 
bray. D. Clementina Cary refuſing, through humility,” 
the office of abbeſs, D. Bridget More, fiſter to the above. 
mentioned aſcetical writer D. Gertrude More, was inſtal⸗ 83 
led in the ſame. They ſucceſſively occupied five different 
houſes till March 1664, when, with the aſſiſtance of theit 
friends, they PRIN their late convent in N PAK 
louette. — „„ 
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On the 3a of October 1793 they were arreſted and made 
priſoners in their own houſe, being deprived of all com- 


munication with any perſon out of it. A month after this 
their convent was turned into a common goal, being filled 


with priſoners of all ranks and deſcriptions. On the 25th 


SY 


Sept. the concierge or jailor had forbidden their chaplain 


to ſay maſs, and, to prevent his ſeeing the nuns or con- 
verſing with them, had confined him_a cloſe priſoner to 
bis chamber, where he had much inſulting treatment to 
endure, until he was removed to a different priſon. On the 
| ſame day that he was ſeized, the commiſſioners of the ſec- 
tion, as they are called, ſtripped; the church of its ſacred 


veſſels, relics and ornaments in general, burning the cup- 


boards which contained. the ſame. 15 
* The priſoners confined in this convent encreaſin daily, 


5 they were all greatly incommoded, particularly i in the ſum- 
| mer ſeaſon, when ſeveral of them were crouded into each 


ſmall cell. Nor had they leſs to ſuffer in the winter from 


an extreme want of food and fuel. During the whole of 
their confinement here the poor nuns were kept in conſtant 

_ alarms by the brutality of their jailor, and his ſavage threats 

df procuring their death, in caſe they concealed the ſmal- 


leſt article of their property. Under the pretence of ſearch- 


Ing for valuables, which theſe, religious had neyer poſſeſſed, 
every corner of the convent was repeatedly ranſacked, 


every inch of ground within it was dug up, and even the 


graves of the dead were inhumanly violated, No part of 


their property did the nuns. regret more than their library 
which was well. ſtocked with books of devotion, In vain 
did they petition for the uſe of a few. of theſe. This was. 


too great a favour to be granted * their irreligious and: 
- onfeeling tyrants 
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— they were daily, witneſſes to ſeenes of 
the utmoſt diſtreſs, Whole families at a time were drag- 


ged from thence to the fatal gullotine, and as, during the 


tyrannical reign of Roberſpere, from 60 to roo perſons 


II this place of aol eee. | 


were daily put to death in the metropolis, none of the - 


. abovementioned dees pu g 2 _ I | 


a public execution. 443 


Though it be a4igreflion from les, ieee cannot | 
"ak over unnoticed the ſufferings and behaviour of ſome 
of the fellow-priſoners of our religious country women. 


Amongſt theſe; was a Madame Saintmaraule, with ber 
daughter and a youth her ſon, who was not yet of age, ac- 
cording to the new republican law to be liable to capital 


puniſhment, Being accuſed of the ordinary crime of be. 


ing ariſtocrates, and having received private notice from 
one of their guards, who had ſeen the name of the mother 
and daughter on the ſanguinary ſeroll of victims, that their 


fatal time was approaching, they prepared themſelves for 
it in a chriſtian manner, though hitherto they had remain 


ed eſtranged from the duties of their religion, having fol- 


lowed the unlawful profeſſion of players. About chis time 
their uncle, a worthy prieſt, was brought to the ſame place 


of confinement; to him therefore theyaddrefled them- 
ſelves, in order to ſettle the affairs of their conſciences; 


=, 


which, when they had compleated, the ſerenity of their 


minds that prepared them to meet death with courage; was 


_ plainly ſeen on their countenances. At their mock trial 
the mother and the daughter behaved with reſolution, and - 
- were ſentenced to die: but of the youth no other notice 


was taken, except that he was remanded back to priſon 
„ What! ene the youth,”! « am I then to be ſepa 
* | % rated. 
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ately he cried out, VIVE La Ror.“ In conſequen ee of 


This he was immediately condemned to death, and 2 
huis mother and ſiſter was led out to executio . 
other family remarkable for their dank and dulſerings 
that was impriſoned in this convent was that of Premef- 


nille. The gentleman of that name had been preſident of 


| parliament of Paris, and at the beginning of the revolution 


Fell a victim to the fury of a frantic | populace in one of 
the provinces, by whom he was, ſo outrageouſly treated, 
that with difficulty he ſurvived the ſame.” Having eſcaped 
this danger he was ſeized upon and ſent priſoner with his 


wife and family to the convent of the Benedictine Dames, 
and from thence to the guillotine. His unjuſt and cruel 


treatment had ſuch an effect upon his widow as to deprive 
her of her ſenſes ; nevertheleſs in this ate of mind, at the 
e of à month from the * of ne vital. 
"hs herſelf was alſo put to death, -- | 


Bunt to proceed with our narrative of the. Engliſh RY 
the jailor had now procured: that they ſhould be ſent to 
the Tower of Vincennes; however they were previoully 


'  - ſearched, and all knives, ſcilars, and other ſharp inſtru- 


* ments were taken from them. This was a needleſs precau- 
ion of their perſeeutors, leſt they ſhould eſcape from 1 


5 ne by an attempt upon their own lives. 


On Tueſday morning, the 15th July 1794, Ibast ten 


EE 8 they were alarmed by the jailor calling out to them 


from the middle of the court: Citizens religious make up 
yout bundles, for at four o'clock this afternoon you are 


- - to go from hence. Surprized at the ſuddenneſs of the 
6 notice, they ſent to the clerk of the priſon to know what 
was to be done with them, but they received no other Ae 
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fer, except that they were to be ſent that afternoon to the | 
Tower of Vincennes, Accordingly they made up à fe 

buadles of the articles that ſeemed to be moſt neceſſaty for 

-their-uſe. This being done they ſoon after received auo- 
ther viſit ftom the ad miniſtrators of the diſtrict, who tobł 

all cheſe little parcels from them, except a few ragged 
"clothes of little value ar uſe. This aforeſaid unw elcomna 
viſit laſted from between three and four o'clock in the af. 
ternoon until nine at night, during which the nuns were at 
different times told that where wen were going they 00 | 
want for nothing. | 
During this viſit they cls Seb out of ahuly aſa, | 
which they were no more permitted to enter, but. the doors 
were locked againſt them, ſo that they had to remain four 
hours without ſo much as a ſeat to ſit upon, at the end of 
which they were put into a cellar, which the keeper had 
. appropriated for the criminals intended for. execution 
hey ac cordingly expected that death would ſoon follow; :/ 
| however, at eleven o'clock, the jailor with the adminiſtra- 
tors called them over by three's at a time: they were then 
conducted by men with drawn ſwords to fix coaches, each” 
of which was ſtrongly guaried, and in this manner they - 
vere brought to the Caſtle. of Vincennes, whete they atri- x 
ved about one o clock in the morning, and were led to the 5 
keeper's quarters exhauſted and fainting from the want of 
food and from all they had gone through. They aſked for © 
refreſhment, and had bread and water preſented to them; 1 
of this they partook, and then were conducted by guards, 
With lighted torches, up one hundred and fifty ſteps 1; 
four ſmall rooms in the Tower, where, with much entreaty _ 
they obtained that each nun ſhould have à mattreſa and a 
| blanket to herſelf: theſe were laid on the ſtone floor, and | 


> 


— 


"4 | 
. this manner, when men, recired; (they tai 


— as 


don their wearied bodies to reſt. 
In the morning they found themſelves locked withiwthis 

: ener; and at ſuch a diſtance from the ſight or hearing 
of any one, that they began to ſuſpect their death was to 


be accompliſhed by being left to ſtarve. However, at ten 


- o'clock, the keeper waited upon them, and ſoon after gave 
them bread and milk, and upon the whole behaved with 
civility to them. Nevertheleſs they continued locked up 


by day as well as by night in theſe narrow cells, the win- 
dos of which were ſo boarded and barred as to admit 


very little +a from the ens and no 82 whatſoever 
i the the earth. V por 
After Nahe here five or fix days hs Rev. Mother 
 Prioreſs fell dangerouſly ill, and remained ſo during fix 
© weeks. Being deprived of the neceſſaties for a fick] perſon, 
and frequently | not being able to. procure a drop of any 
thing to give their ſuperior in the aceeſs of a raging fever, 


tte diſtreſs of the religious was great beyond expreſſion. 


In ſhort, her recovery they i ONS to FRO "A w_ a 
mitaculous interpoſition of heaven. | 
After remaining four months in esst W tak en 
back to Paris, not in coaches as they went, but in a cart, 
with ſcarcely room to ſtand in the ſame. Some indeed of 
them walked with their guards, though weakened and 
. exhauſted, by their paſt confinement and wants of every 
kind. ' After a tedious proceſſion, they were at length 
brought to the convent of the Auſtin Dames in the Fauſſe 
St. Victor, where they were cordially: welcomed by the 


99 


. re 


; 5 worthy prioreſs of the ſame, Mrs. Lancaſter, and by her 


community, who, though priſoners in their on houſe, and 
eee wich a number of other priſoners of different 
| _ 


„ reg * 
* p . * of 
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deſerjptions, as the Benedictine Dames bad heretofore | | 
been, yet, upon me had ed üg 5 
treated than they. F Ot a ruti 136 5” i 
On the firſt of Match ci e e Ws 

announced to them, and from chat time they nete allowed | 

to the value of about twopence per day each. This pit- 
tance, beſides being irregularly paid, Was- utterly VO 
cient to ſubſiſt upon, in the tate that Paris then was in; 
in vain however they made whatever intereſt they could 


for a greater allowance. They petitioned to be permitted 

to return to their own houſe; which was no longer uſed as 

a public priſon, in return they could only procuge the . | 

reſtoration. of a part of the linen and furniture wh! ch bad 

belonged to them. In the end their neceſſſties encrealng”” | 

| and riſing fo the higheſt degree, they applied for paſſports, | 
to return to their native country, which by great intereſt 

and after many delays and much difficulty, , they obtained. — | 


97 


In order to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies for their Journey. . 1 
they contrived privately to ſell the abovementioned articles 8 1 
which had, been reſtored to them. Thus, by means of great 7 

cconmy and the generofity of Captain Johnſon, in whoſe | 
ſhip they failed, they happily arrived at Dover, on the 34 of 
July, having. left Paris June 19. They reached London | 154 
July 5, where they were. kindly welcomed not by their 75 : 
friends only, but. by. their country; folks a at large, in. hole 9 
company they happened 8 5 
Theſe ladies are ſettled at Marnhull, near  Shafttbury,.. 57 E 

in. Dorſetſhire. An additional obligation to the eſſential 
duties of their ſtate, which was aſſumed by this community 37 
at its eſtabliſhment, and which has at all times been faith= _ 
fully complied with by them, was to pray for the welfare 
of. * native country. This pleaſing duty it cannot be © i 
4 * 2 doubted. 5 1 
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\ doubted but they eee eee dads after 
having experienced its liberality and enjoy ed the bleflings 
of its free conſtitution, ſo widely different from the boaſted 

liberty but real tyramny, from Which they have eſeaped. 
It will be their duty, in particular, to pray for the beſt of 
ſovereigns, that he may long reign over a happy and united 
_ people, and may ſucceed in his gracious — | 
brig about ee n — nn er gn g 
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ta * year 1663, Lady Mary Knatebbull. the Für 
abbeſs of the Benedictine convent of Ghent, and niece to 

Lady Lucy Knatchbull the firſt abbeſs of the ſame, finding | 
ber community exceedingly encreaſed, obtained permiſſion = 
| fromthe government of England, to eib a new 1 
i 0 the town of Duakirk, which was then | in poſſeſſion of th 
_ Fogltt, and which was afterwards fold by them tot 
French. It will not ſeem extraordinary that the 1 . 
1 mentioned Lady ſhould have bad intereſt enough with the 
= - #ourt of Charles U. to procure this permiſſion, when it is 
A known that ſhe not only had hoſpitahly entertained that 
prince and his brother the Duke of York at different times 
| during the time of their exile in the low countries, but alſo | 
that ſhe had rendered the royal cauſe the moſt efleQual 
ſervices, in matters of bigher concerns, 28 the king Him- 
"0 was pleaſed gratefully 10 acknowledge, after his reſto - 
fation, in letters, which are Bill in the poſſeſſion | of the 
aforeſaid community. Under this ſanction, on the 8th of 
May, 1662, twelve religious ladies artived at Dunkirk, 
molt of whom were © ancient families, viz. the Dames 
2 4 Fn , 


* — — — 9 
3 5 of Lord Abergaveny firſt baron of Engs 2 
jand) Forteſcue Savage, Stanley, Webb, Henage, Carell, 
Pordage, Eyre, together with certain lay - ſiſtets. Here, 
wich the aſſiſtance of ſeyeral of the nobility: of, England, 
and amongſt others of the Marquiſſes of Wincheſter, Wor- 

- ecſter and Powis, and of the Lords Petre, Arundel, and 
Carrington, they purchaſed a houſe, heretofore the govers- 

nots, with the lands-ajoining; on the ſcite of which, By 
the bounties of their aforeſaid friends, bat chiefly by the 
benefations of the Caryl family, they built one: of the me 
compleat and handſome: convents and churches- in that 
part of the country. Dame Mary Caryl prefided over bis 
community for the two: fiſt years, in quality of prioreſs, - 
and then being duly elected abbeſs, governed - the ſame 39 
years, at the end of which departing this liſe ſhe left - 
flouriſhing community of 46 Dames of the choir. From ö 
this period, under the government of five ſucceſſive — 2 
deſſes, this convent. continued to poſſeſs univerſal reſpe&t-. 
and eſteem, eſpecially amofigſt the people of the town in 
Which it was ſituated, until that. ſcourge of the Almighty... 
'the F rench revolution, involved them i in the common mi- 
ſeries. A few years beſbre this event, viz. in 1984, this 
eonvent received imo its boſom: the lady Abbeſs and con- : 

ſiderable part of their religious ſiſters of Pontoiſe, who, fur 
Want of eee e dude 0 din. 
5 Ae ui eee 6 FT v1 
The e gene of romeiſe nigh W * 
From the monaſtery of Ghent. They were firſt eſtabliſhed 
in the town of Boulognz whither, in 1662 were ſent· for 
this purpoſe, the. Dames Cathatine Wigmore,., Pata: 
Kaatchbull, Margaret Markham, Eugenia Thorald; Ebri-- 
aue . ang Agnes Pickerings: mo appears to-have- | 
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5 1 ee cee, . 
tion, for her ſanctity in life. Their principal benefactor 


was Sir Richard Foſter, treaſurer to the queen mother, 
who beſtowed upon them 20, ooo livres towards their new | 
foundation. They were alſo cheriſhed by the biſhop and 


people of che town, after the former had examined and 


approved of theit wiſe and holy conſtitutions, which were 
ine ſame that had been originally framed for the parent- 


| houſe of Bruſſels, and from thence had been carried to 


Ghent. Notwithſtanding theſe flattering circumſtances 


| there were others of ſo untoward a nature, in their ſitua· 
tion ar Boulogn, that they reſolyed upon removing further 


up the country, and accordingly by the intereſt of Abbe 
Montague, a fecular prieſt of ſingular piety and high birth, 
Who was commendatory Abbot of St. Martin's near 
Pontviſe; they obtained a ſettlement in the laſt mentioned 


| 10wn, their former benefactor Sir Richard Fofter adding 
- *g0,000 livres to his former donation for this purpoſe, This 


Was effected in 1658. The firſt abbeſs of this community 
was: Catharine Wigmore, daughter of Wm. Wigmore, Eſq. 


of Luttor i in Herefordſhire, and of Anne, the daughter of 
5 Sir John Tbrockmorton. This tady died in 1656 whilſt 


the community was ſtill at Boulogne. To her ſuccended. | 
Chrittina the daughter of'the aforeſaid Si x! Richa d 5 | 


who, having happily ſettled her community at Pontoiſe 
died chrein in 1661. To her ſucceeded, in order, Eugenia 
ide daughter of Edmund Thorold, Eſq. of Hough, and of 


June the daughter of Sir Robert Thorold, Bart. of Heath, 
Anne Neville, daughter of Lord Abergaveny, Elizabeth 


| 2 the daaghter of Sir Thomas Dabridgecourt, a deſcendant | 
_\ ede win line from one of the firſt knights of the garter, 


* of oy Henry Gifford of Burſthall, 
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Runden, in Glouceſterſhire. - Many other ladies diſtin · 
| guiſhed by their birth as well as their piety, ſome of whom 


government the neceſftieb of the convent becoming ſo 


that they ſhould break up the ſame, he, at the ſame time 

giving leave to the religious to retire to ſueh other convents 
as they might ſeverally ehuſe. The Lady Abbeſs with fix 
others of the community retited to their ſiſters at Dunkirk, 


and theſe were afterwards joined by certain others of that 


former companions, where they continued happy an 
nn of perſecution ſuddenly burſt upon them all. 

The church of the Benedictine Dames had e 
ſeized. upon for the aſſembly of the Jacobin club of Dun- 
kirk, but upon the 13th of October theſe ladies, were at a 


few hours notice, turned compleatly out of their Whole 


2 and all their property was ſequeſtered.” They 
bad indeed permiſſion given them to take away their 
clothes, but, amidf the hurry and confuſion” of ſo ſudden , 
a calamity;and from the want of ſufficient time to make bs / 
their bundles and of the means of conveying them, many of 
them went away with only the clothes they had on. At 


their minds, being torpid with grief at beholding thelr 


convent, formerly the retreat of 'peace and virtue, now 


etrouded with diſorderly and irreligious foldiers,” through 
whoſe ranks they were forced to paſs to the door of their 
beloved manſion, Here they were put into coaches, ant 


oo 5 „ courage 


were related to- -royalty, retited from che world to ſerve 3 
God in the retired cloifter of Pontoiſe. The laſt abbeſs of ; 
this convent was the daughter df N. Clavering, Eſq. of 
Callely in the county of Northumberland, under whoſe 


urgent that the archbiſhop of the dioceſe found it neceſſary | 


that afflicting moment this loſs-could hardly find place in 
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3 dalle th 66 the Woche of the ſame 
town, whoſe kindneſs to them was the greateſt. alleviation 
of their ſorrows. This reſpite however was but of-ſhort' | 
eres tor on the 19th of the ſame month, both theſs 
communities were carried off to Graveline; and lodged in 
the convent of the Engliſh Poor Clares, which thus became 
che common place of confinement for all the three eom - 
munities. They were conveyed thithet an a wretched boat 
ſcarce large enough to contain them, and in which they 
were in imminent. danger of drowning, guarded all the 
way by fifty ſoldiers, It is needleſs to relate. the miſeries 
which theſe three communities endured during the eighteen 
months that they remained confined together, They were 
| kept in a continual, ſtate of dread by the threats that were 
uſed/ againſt them, and they. muſt actually have periſbed 
from the want of. neceſſaries, had not certain charitable 
friends, particularly of the town of- Grayeline, who had 
always entertained-a proper reſpect for the nuns eſtabliſned 
there; frequently: afforded them ſome aſſiſtanee. After many 
Aneſfectual petitions made to the convention, which declared 
them to be at liberty, and yet kept them confined, at 
© length. they. obtained permiſſion to return to England. 
They accordingly. embarked at Calais on the 39th. of 
e. and arrived in London on the 3d of May. 
Ihe aforeſaid Benedictine Dames are now ſettled. at 
pit, hers when proper arrangements are made, 
© they propoſe to take young ladies as mien 
eed with their ancient plan of education. ol: 
Their convent at Dunkirk, was firſt ea defect; con- 
- finement . for the Engliſh inhabitants of that town, who 
were ſeized and conducted thither at the ſame time that 
dhe guns were TT out of, $M Was aer made 
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This e 8 N n of three others. of the 
ſane auſtere obſervauce owes its eſtahliſnment to the zeal. 
of Mrs, Mary, Ward, a perſon / deſcended from a; good 


family in, Yorkſhire, though ſbe berſeif afterwarde em- 


braced a different inſtitute. Golog abroad 10 St, Omers 
in 1607, and making her deſign of embracing: 4 religious 
life known to the fathers of the ſociety of Jeſus then 
eſtabliſhed in that town, ſhe was. recommended: by them to 


for want of a portion to become a choivinun, ſhozeriterd 


vpon hot probation ab a lay - iſber· During the nine months | 


that ſhe continued in this fituation; he was frequently 


employed in ſoliciting” alms' for the ſubfilenee of che t- 
Ugious. In one of theſe charitable” excutſtons ſhe liays* | 
pened to hear of certain lands in the town of Gravelitie” | 


which had lately been bequeathed: by a pious per ſon . 
the ſeite of a monaſtery, Of this ſhe informed the farhers- / 


ot the ſociety, and engaged them to uſt thei? interelt do N 


procure it for ihe founding à monaſtery of Po Clares! | 
for the uſe of the Eugliſmz which they accordingly! ef 
fected, through neee biſnop of St. Omet* 
and of che abbot'of St, Bercins. {1 16, 20092; de ang 

In conſequence of this dent aſpect Mrs. wund 
| *. the Freneh houſe, and with a recommendation 
from the aforeſaid fathers ſet out for Bruſſels, in Om 
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the French: convent of the ordet of Sti Clare, in which ; 


75 . 5 e — en,, 
ohtain of che Archduke who refided a N 46 — 
Vas ſubjeRt to him, the neceſſary grant for carrying this 
EY good work into execution. Here, heing aided by the intereſt 
of ſeveral Engliſh perſons of credit, and being greatly fa- 
| voured by the Infants, who admired her zeal and pions 
| _ perſeverance, ſhe obtained her requeſt, on the two con- 
! ditions that the convent ſhould be under the ordinary juriſ- 
didtion of the biſhop of the dioceſe,” and that it not be 
no way chargeable to the inhabitants of the place. a 
In the next place the approbation of his Holineſs for 
= the new eſtabliſhment was ſolicited and obtained, "who by 
© his brief, inſtructed the Biſkop of St. Omers to take charge 
= of the ſame, and to afford due aſſiſtance in temporals as 
well as ſpirituals to the religious who ſhould firſt begin it. 
undertaking. collected together a conſiderable number of 
Engliſh gentle women, who were deſirous of embtacing this 
rig way of life, and ptocured the biſhop's authority for 
taking out of the French convent at St, Omers, called the. 
| Archers houſe, ſuch Engliſn nuns, as had been profeſſed 
init, . Amongſt cheſe were ſiſter Mary Gough who, was 
 appoinied/ ſuperior, of the new eſtabliſhment, fiſter Clare. | 
Fowler and ſiſter Lucy Dazrel with two. lay-ſiſters, who on 
- | the. 14th of September, the day of the exaltation of the holy 
= - Croſs in 1609, were conveyed. to Graveline, - and took 
= on of their houſe there. This being found too ſmall 
for the due performance of. their. religious exerciſes, they. 
beer about building one more compleat, which by the 
Wl portions of ſome of their religious and other aſſiſtance of 
beir friends, they happily. effected in 1611, in the ſtyle 
1 which they jodged moſt fitting for their poor and humble 
inſlitute, * the mean time Mun. Ward. feeling: herſelf 
1 3 A140. | WS called: 


| . 23 
0 60 a life of bes Adis) F ment, 7 
by the advice of father Roger Lee and other fathers of the Þ 
ſociety, and with the concurrence and aid of certain other 
ladies the foundation of a new religious order, the chiefeſt 
8 object of which was the edueation of young perſons of her 
ſex. Her plan, in certain parts of its detail, met with 
much oppoſition, nor could his Holineſſes ſancton be pro- 
cured for it, though ſome of the ladies in queſtion made a 
journey to Rome expreſsly to obtain it. As a private con- 
gregation however under ſimple vows, Mrs. Ward's com- 
munity which was firſt begun at St. Omers, and then fic- } 
_ceflively removed to Liege and Munich, ſucceeded and 
produced admirable fruits, chiefly by means of its two 
. filiations, at York and Hammerſmith, in which thouſands | 
of young females, ' whom it was inconvenient to fend } 
| abroad, have during a courſe of years found all the, advan- = 
\ E's truly religious education. 2 


Ik) he aforeſaid convent of Poor Clares of Graveline was 9 1 
the mother houſe of the three other Engliſh. convents of the _ 


- ſame order of Dunkirk, at Rouen and at Aire. In this 
many ſouls, whoſe hiſtory is unknown to the world, pre- 
pared themſelves, by the exerciſes of an Interior life, for 
| the glory of the ſaints at the laſt day. However two mem 


bers of this community, Lady Warner, called Clare of It 


Jeſus, and her ſiſter-in-law Mrs. Elizabeth Warner, called 
Mary Clare, have been known to the world, as models of 


religions perfeRion, by the affecting lives of them, which 
are in every ones hands, publiſhed by the Rev. Father 55 
Edward Scarſhrick; 8. J. one of the court preachers in 


the reign of James II. The former of theſe ladies who \- 4 
was daughter of Sir Thomas Hanmer, cupbearer to Charles 1 


; L or converted together * her huſband Sir John 
e | | Wane: 


3 Warner, 4 e eee an 3 


divines of both communions, to the.catholic faith, by mu- 
_tual conſent, they both embraced the ſtate of religion, be 


in the ſociety of Jeſus, ſhe in the order ofthe Poor Clares, 


and they both made their ſolemn vows on the. fame day, 
af of November, 1667, in the church pf the. Eaguſh con- 

on the 12th. of 8 3 ee this 
convent found the ſame ſuddenly ſurrounded: with, guards, 


who ſeized upon their papers and property in general, after 
which two days were employed in taking inventories of the 


ſame, &e. On the 19th the two communities from Dun- 


Kirk, viz. the Benedictines and Poor Cla res were brought 


pri ſonets to this convent, condiſting ih all, with their- ſer- 

vrants and chaplains, of forty, two perſons: ſo that the 

Whole family at Graveline now conſiſted of ſeventy-ſeven 
perſons. A few days after this commiſſioners from the 


town of Birguas arrived, by whoſe orders all pictures and 
' tokens relating to royalty and nobility that were to be 
found within the incloſure as well as in the outward. apart- 


SM ments were effaced, the ſacred veſſels, . veſtments and orna- 
3 a were ſecured, and the ay and church were ſhut 


42 y- 


| 0 med and alarmed with Freſh viſits from the committees 
5 and clubs for the purpoſes of making freſh i inventories, 

carrying ' away the- ſacred ornamenis under ſeal, and 

| defaging whatever eroſes, holy, names, or tokehs of 


religion might remain in any part of the convent, 


©. or for fabricaring ſalt. pere. In one of theſe viſits however, 


" they experienced ſo much humanity from the procurator 
 Syndic of Bergues, as to cauſe him to declare that the 


: Propoſed. 
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| propoſed removal of them to Compiagne was {ine Acable; 
and alfo to write to the Republican miniſter of the interior 


| to that effect. During the eighteen months that they con- + 


tinued with iedbovementioned communities, in confine- 
ment they had much to ſuffer from wants of various 
kinds, eſpecially, during the laſt ſevere winter, from the 
want of fuel. To ſupply this they were under the neceſſity 
of cutting up the cupboards and wainſcot of the houſe and | 
| the trees in the garden. Their allowance in money was 15 
ſols per day each, oy this never RE more 1 two- 
pence Engliſh. ' 
" Finding, after e were Gebete 8 be at ann de ' 
proviſions grew ſo ſcarce and dear, as to become quite out 
of their power to procure them, their chaplain having died 
in confinement, as well as four of their religions, and ſee> 
| ing no proſpect of an end to the miſeries of the unhappy 
countty, in which they then were, they determined to pe- 
tition for paſſports to return to England. Accordingly 
they quitted Graveline on the 29th of April, ſailed from 
Calais on the zoth, and arrived in London en the zd of 
May, che feſtival of the Invention or finding of the my 
Cr . 
It would certainly vritify the wiſhes of theſe reſpeAable | 
religious, were we at liberty - to expreſs, on the preſent 


occaſion, the overflowing ſentiments of gratitude" which 


| they feel for the numberleſs inſtances of civility and kind- 
_ neſs, which they have experienced fince their return to 
England, for ſeveral of which they are indebted to perſons 
. unknown to them. To one illuſtrious family, in particular, 
| including the reſpectable chaplain of the ſame, which is 
ever found at the head of every humane and charitable 
Gs they are Indebred for their chief ſupport in 
= | RW: ; London . 
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| RO Guam: ture country. = 
In return for ſuch acts of charity rendered to his ſervants, 


dat Being who has promiſed to repay a cup of cold water 


beſtowed upon all ſuch, will not let their _ n 


gen be offered up in vain. 


5 _ rook Clans of DYNTIETS. 
In the year 1623 the aforeſaid, mother-houſe. of the 
Clares, having ſuffered greatly by fire and other accidents, 
was reduced to ſo low an ebb, that it was found neceſſary 
to ſend out from thence four of the religious to ſolicit 

aſſiſtance from the opulent and well diſpoſed. Theſe were 


fiters Ann Ludovicus Browne, Mary Evangeliſt Clark, Ann 


lil Clare Anderſon, and Clare Froneis Rockwood, wha were 


_ afterwards joined by ſiſter Mary Collet Rockwood. NMeet 
ing with encouragement at Dunkirk, they began with ſet- 
ting up a {chool for. penſioners, which from its local ad- 

vantages and other circumſtances flouriſhing exceedingly 

and their project being approved of by the biſhop of St. 

Omers and the governor of Dunkirk, they, with due autho- 

rity, converted their ſchool into a convent, electing for 
their abbeſs, ſiſter Ann Ludovicus Brown, who was: niece 

to Lord Vicount Montague, but who was leſs diſtinguiſhed 
by: her birth than by her piety, prudence and humility, | 

This happened in the year: 1654, in which the greater 
part of the convent of Gtaveline being ſhook. down, by the 
exploſion of the magazine for gun powder in the ſaid town, 
mme religious there were under the neceſſity, of betaking 


_- themſelves, in ſeparate. parties, to the 'adjoimng. towns, 


until their convent was repaired, on which occaſion fiſters 
| Wizadect Mazeaiene Hana. Clare Colette Blundell and 
. 825 Mary 
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Sdon after dis viz. in ee of Otiver Crom 
well having nen of the adjoining Mardyke, and 


Dunkirk itſelf, in a ſhort time, falling into the hands of 


they had framed of their country men were totally grounds | 
| leſs; for not only the commanding officer, Colonel Bab- 


a hundred Britiſh ſoldiers undertook, without fee or reward 
of any kind, to clear out and prepare a ſituation which had 


 thorpe, ſhewed them every kindneſs in his power, but above 


been appointed for their convent. The ſame at length was 


| 


erected on the ſpot,«where, until of late, it ſtood, the go» _ 


vernor, the magiſtrates and the moſt illuitrious nobility of 


the country aſſiſting at the ceremony of laying the firſt ſtone 
of the church. | The aforeſaid firſt abbeſs dying in 665 


was ſucceeded by Clare Blundell, who, departing this life 


two years afterwards was replaced by Mary Rockwood. 
Her ſucceſſor, in 1676, was Clare Frances Rockwood, 
who ſurrendering her ſoul to God in 1692, Anne Brad 


kirk was choſen fifth abbeſs and filled this poſt until het 
death iar. 2 


By the bencfaQions n_ e 3 
they derived. from their penſions, theſe religious were en- 


a bled to. ſupport themſelves, in chat frugal manner, in 
which, it is theit profeſſion, to live, until they became in 


e in, the miſeries of. the, late Revolution. From the 
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the Engliſh, the nuns were ſo terrilied that firſt a part and _ 
then, in 1661, the whole af this community retired 10 
Ghent. This happened much againſt the inclinations of 
the magiſtrates and inhabitants of Dunkiik, who uſed fun 
inſtances with the nuns, that they returned hither in tibs 
ſame year, where they found that the apprehenſione which 
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: commencement of theſe unhappy' troubles they * ad + 
conſtantly alarmed by the viſits or decrees of thoſe who 
were agents in the ſame, but in September, 1793, they 
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exprienced the affliction of ſeeing their director the Rev. 


Mr. Apedale, arreſted in his apartments, adjoining to 
tdeir houſe, On the 13th of October they were ordered to 
Prepare for the reception of the Benedictine Dames of the 
ſame town, who accordingly were brought to them the 
_ fame evening. From this period they found themſelves 
. frrit'y gnarded untill the 16th of the ſaid month, when 


they were conveyed, together with them to Graveline, and 


there treated in the manner we have deſeribed above, 
They are at preſent provided with a houſe 
by the liberality of a worthy family, which had before dif. 
_ Played its charity in providing — 44 pi 
wo W of another een 2 e ee ', 


near Worceſter 
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run POOR CLAREs. or ROVEN.... 9585 47 


(The mother-houſe of Poor Clares at Graveline, 2 + 
1 fince its firſt eſtabliſnment experienced ſo many diffe- 


rent fates; was ſo very numerous in 1648, that there was a 
neceſſity of ſending out part of them to form a colony elſe- 

where, This conſiſted of fifteen of the religious, amongſt 

whom were fiſters Mary Taylor, Ignatia Bedingfield; Wine- 


 frid Giffard, M. Magdalen Browne, and Clare Perkins. 
Ihe city of Rouen in Normandy was the place of : their 


ſettlement, where they met with much encouragement and 
many promiſes from the inhabitants, and ſtill more effectual 


. ſupport from the royal bounty of King Charles II. Queen 
Cuthetine his illuſtrious conſort; others of the royal family, 
and the nobility and gentry of their own nation. Amongſt 


ern Viſcount n the Lords Petre and Arun- 
dell, 
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abe, v bee 1 
dell, the Hon, Mr., Petre,. Sir: Richard. and Lady Foſter, | 
and the three Lady 'Weſtons, daughters of the Earl of Port- 2 
land, were the moſt conſpicuous. | A daughter. of, one f 
- the aforeſaid Peers, the Hon, Miſs Arundell, became a pen 
ſioner and afterwards a religious i in this new. eſtabliſhment. 
which was alſo encouraged and protected by the Freneh - 
government, his moſt | Chriſtian Majeſty iſſuing letters pa- 
tent for this purpoſe in 1650. . The three above firſt men 
- tioned religious were ſucceſſively the firſt abbeſſes of this. : | 
convent. . Of theſe lifter Mary Taylor had been vicareſs of 
the mother-houſe at Graveline, fiſter I Bedingfeld v Was. 
the daughter of a Catholic Baronet of that. name in Nor- 
folk, and ſiſter W. Siffard was a deſcendant of the an- 
cient and renowned family of Giffards of Chillington.. a 
This community has ever been reſpected by the inhabi— 
tants of the country no leſs than by the Englyth who have. 
been acquainted with it, for the ſtrictneſs and fervour with 
which they have practiſed their auſtere rule. Amongſt 
thoſe who in this have ſtudied the ſcience of the faints 0 
with the greateſt ſucceſs, and have attained to a high.de-- 
gree of ſanity, was | ſiſter Mary of the. Holy- Croſs, de-- 
ſcended from the noble family of the Howards, though ſhe- 
aſſumed the name, upon her converſion. to the faith, of- 
Talbot. She became the fourth abbeſs of this -convent,.. / © 
which ſhe governed with wonderful piety and prudence: 
during 34 years, paſſing to the reward of her. good. works. 
in 1735. To ber ſuccceded Frances Benedict Clifton. 
who dying in 1756, was ſucceeded by Margaret Tereſa. - 
Vavaſſour. The life of the abovementioned Mary of the: 
Holy, Croſs has been compiled and publiſhed by the mot: 
| celebrated biographer, of our time, the late Alban. Butler, | 
Dies pied Cc * 0 8 Ts; author : 
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E of chat eney Clopedia of facred literature the Lives" 
+ of the Saints, A ts oaks 
Ga the 24 of October, i793, "theſe relies wee arreſted 
de with their chaplain, who alſo was wounded in his 
attempt to fly, and an inventory of their effects was made 
out, which were declared to be confifcated.” The firſt 
things called for with threats of death in caſe they were 
not produced, were thoſe which the nuns were moſt 
| defirous of concealing, namely the deeds of their eſtablifh- 
ment. After that their keys were taken from them, their 
church ornaments carried off, the i iron croſs and lead taken 
down from the roof of their church and convent, and 
ey en the wooden croſſes in the cloifſters and garden, toge- 
4her with the choir falls, ſtatues, church books, and in ge- 
1 nora every thing that had any relation to the practice of 
1 . religion carried away, burat or demoliſhed. Laſtly, their 
| con ent was converted into a common goal for priſoner, 
the number of which in a few weeks increaſed to 320 per- 
\ Tons, the nuns themſelves being confined in granarieg or 
other the moſt i inconvenient parts of their- houſe. Towards : 
the concluſion of Lent it was the pleaſure of their tyrant to 
' © remove them to a different priſon, called St. Mary's, Where 
ide number of the confined amounted to above 300. Here 
3 they had fill more to ſuffer from the want of food and 
25 other neceſſaries of life, particularly of water, which, in 
the end, conld not be procured without buying it at a high 
price. They were alſo dreadfully incommoded from the 
want of room and freſh air, many perſons being crouded 
together, during the heat of the ſummer, in each narrow 
cell. At one time it was propoſed to ſend the Engliſh nuns 
to a new priſon at St. Amands in Flanders, whither ſome 
of keit fellow- priſoners were actually removed, and orders 
to 8 f | | of 
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were given for our country men to dead Wemſelser- in 
teadibefs for Tack a removal. This meaſure, However! 
for reafons which they are unacquainted with, as they are. 
with thoſe which firſt foggeſted the idea of it; did not take = 
| place., At the beginning of September Mrs, Garvey ant 
many ocker ſecular perſons who had been their fellcbv- pri- 
10 were Tet at liberty ;| the nuns however, during alt 
this boaſted period of toleration, moderation and juſtice, 
after the fall of Robeſplerre, unoffending and even utiac- 
cuſed as they were of any crime, were ftilt left to languiſh 
in priſon and in want. At length however, on the 18th of 
January in the preſent year, being the feſtival of the facred 
Name of Jeſus, they # were Feen to . . craling. 
ment. 1 
Their firſt NR was for dia" to return to 
their convent: they even offered to pay rent for the ufe of 
it; but this petition was tejected, and they were even admo- 
niſhed that they would not be permitted to live together, 
but that they muſt neceſſatily diſperſe themſelves into dif. 
ferent places. In theſe ſtraights, having nothing before 
their eyes but famine and perfecntion, ſeeing no proſpect 
of being able to end thoſe practices and enjoy thoſe 
conſolations of a religious life, to which they had ſacrifi- / E 
ced all the advantages of this world, and which alone could 2 
ſweeten to them the cup of human miſeries, they wre 16 
ſolved to throw themſelves upon the compaſſion and libe- 
rality of their countrymen. Wich this view, having ob. 
tained the neceſſary paſſports, they ſent over four of thelr * 
number by the way of Dover, who were ſoon after follow. 
ed by three others that landed at Graveſend and „ 
in London Aug. 2, in ordet to make the neceſſury prepa- 
rations for a and OI of the commmity in 
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lower to fetch the remainder. of them, in number 36, 
from Havre. In conſequence. of this arrangement, two 
and twenty of them arriyed at Portſmouth, on the 21ſt of 


Auguſt, where, they. experienced every civility and Kind- 


neſs from the king's officers and the inhabitants at large, 
and the ſame ſhip immediately returned to Havre in order 

to ſerch the remaining 14. together with whatever baggage 
belongs to them, in order to proceed ta the port o of Tandon.) 


where they landed the 2d of September ; 


There now remaing, of Britiſh communities in 1 ne 
and. the territories ſubject to It; only the canoneſſes of St. 
Auguſtine's. order at Paris, and the nuns « of the third order 
of St. Francis in the ſame city, together with the Poor 


Clares of Aire and the Benedictine Dames of Ipres,.. By 

what ſupport or hopes theſe four communities are encou- 

raged to endure. miſeries and encounter dangers, from 
| which the others have found i it neceſſary to withdraw, i it is 


impoſſible for us at this SAY, and at the PEEL moment 
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e other religious women, beſides the ith of 
Carmelites mentioned above, have ſuffered death, during 
the preſent antichriſtian perſecution i in France, in con- 


. ſegoence of their inviolable attachment to the catholic 


faith and their religious vows: the edifying particulars of 


ff 5 | which martyrdoms we hope will, at an early day, be laid 


before the public. We have heard of another community 


of Carmelite nuns, thoſe of Bourdeaux, who are deſcribed ET 


by an eye · witneſs to have marched to the ſcaffold, and to 


ou Fopdutiet: themſelves upon it, with the fame chear- 
ful 


l c 
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| abovementioned Carmelites of St. Denis. The laſt ſuffers 
ers at Faris under ihe tyranny of Robeulpierre and his aſſo - 
ciates are ſaid to have been certain religious women, who 
declared that the. next blood, after theirs,” which ſhould | 

embrue the guillotine,, would-be: chat of the very perſons 
- by. whoſe orders they were put to death. The cvenr 

| proved. that this declaration was the fruit of a ſupernatural 


illumination. Of the natives of our country Who have 
been executed of late in France, we haye yet only been 
able to hear of the following lady, whoſe death can wih 


certainty be aſcribed. to their religious principles. or co 
duct. We. are bappy to be able to communicate the folr 


lowing faithful ac count of her . the pen of an ws 
— vüness. r. d ee 
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Mise Elizabeth Punker wis the-daughter cf u gene 
of an anbient and honourable family of that name in l 
land; who. by his rank and long courſe of ſervice/in ons 
of the Iriſh regiments, heretofore in the pay of France; 
had merited the honourable diſtinction of the eroſs of St., 
Louis. He lived an example of religion and morality, 

and towards the cloſe of his life, he retired to the ton 4 

Aire in Artois, now called Aire in the department of Ca- 

lais, whete one of his daughters had embraced che irik © 

rule of St. Clare in the Engliſn convent which: has flows -* 
riſhed there ever ſince the year 1629. Departingithis life 
ſoon after his retirement, he was, according to his-own 
ditettions, interred in the church of the convent in which 
his aforeſaid daughter had conſecrated herſelf to God: and 8 


an inſeription placed upon his tomb, giving an aceount of 
Aire = SI © . his 


His rank and n which) dh bs chi een 
equality, has fince been defaced. Befides this daughter, 
who became a poor Clare, he left three others in a ſeculat 
gate, together with an ancient wife, now weighed down 
| with-age and infirmities. To the care and comfort of 
dis their parent, theſe thtee exemplaty ladies dedicated 
þ that early portion of their days, which is generally devo- 
| ted, without ſcruple, to nnn nee 
3 ien OG 2798 0 IRR 85 
Towards the end of July, 179 3 Miſe Rlizaberh Planket, 
Oh of the aforeſaid edifying young ladies, was criminally | 
| Uenounced as being guilty of the pretended crime of ariſto- 
Eracy, in conſequence of which ſhe was hurried away to 
 __ prifon in the city of Arras, where, after ten months con- 
_ - finement, ſhe was brought to her trial aud acquitted; on 
the plain ground, that her alledged crime had taken place 
before the law exiſted which declared it to be criminat:. 
She. accordingly returned to Aire. *Scaretly however had 
| he atrived there and been welcomed by the embraces of 
ber aged mother and affeRionate ſiſters, when, rhe ſame 
evening, ſhe was again ſeized upon and a ſecond time 
| \Þrought before the ſanguinary tribunal of the infamous 
, Joſeph Le Bon, at Arras, with this charaQer of her and of 
three- other perſons, her fellow-priſoners, by the brutal 
- agent of democratic tyranny at Aire: [fend thee four mon« 
kad every thing that is dreadful to ſuffer, ſhe was brought. 
again-to her trial for the offence of which ſhe had been be- 
fre acquitted, which was: That, at an early period of 
che revolution, when the good clergy in general had either 
ok aa o been baniſhed out of the country, * 
. „ 


- 


ebe 
ie arciving at Aire. from Paris, with the view- of aſt 
ing the people in their religious concerns, and having been, 


denounced to the men in power for ſa doing. Miſs Eliza-: 
beth Plunket wrote a petition in his 


he might be permitted to remain, to which ſhe procured. 
the ſignatures. of between ſeven. and eight hundred perſons, 
Her maid ſervant and certain of theſe ſubſcribers having 
been intimidated to prove this fact ſo glorious to her faith 


duſtry to procure for herſelf and others the helps of her re- 
ligion, ſhe was for this condemned to loſe her head, which, 
ſentence was carried nn 

ing the 13th of June, 17944. 2 
During the interval e eee 
her oily anxiety was concerning che fatal effect which her 


death and the manner of it might produce upon the health _ 
of her aged mother; to prevent which, ſhe wrote a num 
ber of letters and billets, affixing to them different dates 
in advance, to be ſhewn to her, at proper intervals. By 


this means the mother was kept in ignoraace of the death 


of her daughter until n the n 


July following. 


The morning of 1 ſhe appeared with more 


than her uſual courage, and the executioner threatening' 


her that he would-cauſe her to ſuffer greater torment than 


the reſt of the priſoners who were condemned to die- with 
her, ſhe ſhewed how little ſhe was daunted by his brutal 
| ty, telling him that ſhe was in the hands of God who rules 
. | over all things. In the end, whether this wretch relented, 
or that it was not in his power to ſuſpend the force ofthe 


_ guillotine, her head was > ſevered from her With at * ke 
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and zeal, namely that ſhe had exerted her talents and in- 
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Bide the very Weyiiitdf bf me Wolde, th Pkiah, l, 
ae lady was accuſtomed to ſay, that” ſhe was Confident = 
ſhe ſhould die for her religion, and that the hoped the Al. 
wighty would give her courage and grace to endure ber 
conflict in a proper manner. When admoniſhed, on cer. 
tain decafions, by a lady now in England, her friend, one 
of a different perſuaſion from Ferſelf, that ſhe was bold to 
à degree of 'raſlineſs in the cauſe of religion, ſhe anſweted 
as follows: I brow that Tam 15 tie; an I an en prepared for the 
role. In ſhort che grace of God which fortifies martyrs, 
rendered her quite ſuperior to choſe apptehenſions of death, 
from which the beſt of Chriſtians are not wholly exempt: 
and the lady who has been ſo obliging as to furniſh us with 
the above particulars never ſpeaks of ber but in extac ies of 
| admitation at her heroiſm, wen, eee 1 ber vir- 
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HERE! is, at the preſent day, within the Ped of. 
the Chineſe emperor's palace at Pekin a catholic cha- 

oy for the uſe of Freneh miſſioners, who perform. there, 5 
without moleſtation, all their ſacred fu jons, and where, | 
the Chineſe inhabitants, who are catholics, or who are 
deſirons of becoming ſo, teſott for the exetciſe of our ho. 
ly religion, Theſe miſſioners are admitted into this vaſt 
empire, in conſequence of the jealouſy of the laws againſt 
ſtrangers, in quality of learned men or phyficians to the 
emperor, hence they #ecompany him in all his journeys, 
The prelate who is at the head of this mitfion, and who, 
direct the 1abours of the other miſſioners both. in the city... 


and in the different provinces, is honoured with. title of » | 


and ranks as a Grand Mandarin. Befides the propagation 
of the true religion, which is the main object of theſe zea - 
lous miffioners, they often have it in their power to be uſe- 
ful to the natives of Europe, who frequent the ports of | 
China for the purpoſe of commerce, and alſo to promote 
uſeful literature and the adyancement of the ſciencea. The: 
miſſioners, Who devote themſelves to the cultivation of 
this remote part of the Lord's vineyard, are inſtructed be- 
fore they quit their own country, to make their with, af 
to take a final leave of their parents and friends. 1 
functions of the miſſioners when they arrive in China are in 
general laborious, and thoſe who are employed in the pro- 
vinces are conſtantly on the ſoot in going from one place 
to another. In theſe journeys they are frequently expoſed 
to ſevere perſecutions and ſometimes to death itſelf. Of 
10 a D - 5 : all 
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all this however they are apprized, previouſly to their 
leaving Europe; their conſolation and ſupport under all 
their toils and dangers is drawn from that religion to the 
cauſe of which. they have deyoted themſelves. The Al- 
mighty, in return, is frequently pleaſed to crown their apo- 
ſtolical labours with the moſt ſignal ſucceſs, "This may be 
gathered from the following extract of A letter, dated 
March 8, 1794, written by one of theſe good miſſtonen, 
by name Monſ. Nanna, to one of tis emigrant brethren 
now in London ; which letter was brought to England 
from China by an officer belonging to the ſuite of Lord 
Macartney. * His Lordſhip, the. Apoſtolical Vicar of 

© the province "of Sutchuen i in China, writes word to the 
oF Rev. Monſ. Aubin, one of our miſſioners, that religion 
LO gains ground e every day within his diſtrict, that the | laſt 
« year | there were 1162 grown perſans baptiſed, 1816, per- 


4 ſons admitted as catechumens (to prepare themſelves for. 
10 baptiſm); chat 2790 children of infidel parents had 
been baptiſed, in conſequence « of their being a at the point 
of death, and that 1253 infant children of eee. 
6 rents hed received the fame ſacrament,” ade ty: as Fol 
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. F: — che Roman Catbalics af, England were. freed 
from a part of the galling penalties and reſtraints, 
which, through miſconception of theix, principles and con- 

duct, had been accumulating upon them during the greater 
part of two centuries and a half. nnz f 0 
In 1791 a partial enjoy ment of the ien of free ſubjects 


was extended to them, by the legiſlature, and. in particu- 
lar, 
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power to'the Engliſh embaſſy, 5 
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In 1793 Lewis XVI. of France, baving been perfidi- 


ouſly condemned to an ignominious death by a faction of 
his own ſubjects, and having choſen for his confeſſor, to 
affiſt him in his laſt moments, the Rev. Mr. Edgeworth, an 


Iriſh prieſt (who performed this heroical duty in the priſon 


of the temple and upon the ſcaffold at the ĩmminent ri , 
his life) his majeſty inquired of him what was become 'of 5 5 


his faithful clergy, when, upon learning that a confidera 


ble portion of them had found an aſylum'in England, '% 

expreſſed the moſt lively emotions of I ee towards Kis x 
majeſty and the Engliſh people. 87 ran Fs 

In 1794, certain French miſſioners, Who 11 1 deen 


—— ew tial 398 
td indulged with the important privilejes of 2 
educating their children in their own religion, and of prac- ; 
tiſing it in all its efſential- e ON IO reſpect t- I 
the ſacrament of matrimony. ' en e ee, 
In 172 a conſiderable portion . ho French clergy - 

having been baniſhed from their own country, in conſe-. 
quence. of their inviolable fidelity to their religion and to 
their king, were hoſpitably receixed and NO 1 
plied with the neceſſaries of life by the Engliſh nation. 


waiting for an opportunity of joining their brethren in 


China, ,in order to extend the knowledge of the goſpel, - 
amidſt that idolatrous people, were introduced thither by 
Lord Macartney, the Engliſh ambaſſador tothat court, to- 
gether with Sir R. Staunton" and Captain M'Intoſh, wilo 
promiſed in future to protect ſuch miſſioners as ſhould be 
deſirous going to China on the ſame evangelical errand. 


In return the Rev. Mon. Raux, ſuperior of the miſſion in 


that country, and the Rev. Mr. Nanna, who is an Iriſhman, 


by birth, endeavoured to render every ſervice in eit wy 


\ 


— 


they revding in Landon, being defirous of going tu preach 
the goſpel in the kingdom of Cohinchina, were lindiy ge.. 


uin veß 


In 1795, after the inyaſion of Holland by the Republi. 
cans, che Engliſh government having learned that a Hoe 
derable number of French eccleßaſties, including ſeveral. 
prelates, with other emigrants of the. ſame nation, wert 8 
qually expoſed to the danger of periſhing by the ſrrord of 
their inſatiate enemies, or by hunger, cold, and wantiof 
every kind, directed a number of armed veſſels to hover: - 
round the coaſts of the United/Provinces, in order to fund 
3s many 2s poſſible of theſe unhappy ſufferers, In fast 
very confiderable number of them were, by this mean 


_ reſcued from deſtrufiion and brought to England, chere 


they experienced the ſame. humane treatment which ſo! 


man of their countrymen had before tale. gia 


In the. ſawe. year 1795 three French, emigrant 
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bone with him from "China 3 ———— 


Pho are ſtudying for holy: orde toi in order to returii here- 
after as miſſioners to their own.country.: | 5 i ntant ah 
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